
CITYOFAUBURN
PUBLICWORKSCOMMITTEE

February2 2009

I CALLTOORDER

ChairmanRichWagnercalledthemeetingtoorderat300pm inCouncilChambers locatedon
thefirstfloorofAuburnCityHall 25WestMainStreet Auburn Washington Committeemembers
presentwere ChairmanRichWagner ViceChairGeneCerino andMemberSueSinger Also
presentduringthemeetingwere MayorPeterB Lewis PublicWorksDirectorDennisDowdy
CityEngineerAssistantDirectorDennisSelle AssistantCityEngineerIngridGaub SeniorProject
EngineerBillHelbig UtilitiesEngineerDanRepp TrafficEngineerPabloPara Transportation
PlannerJoeWelsh StreetSystemEngineerSethWickstrom EngineeringAideAmberMund City
AttorneyDanHeid GovernmentRelationsManagerCarolynRobertson RiskManagerRob
Roscoe FinanceDirectorShelleyColeman PlanningDirectorCindyBaker PlannerChris
Andersen ParksandRecreationDirectorDarylFaber ViceChairGovernmentAffairsforthe
AuburnChamberofCommerceTerryDavis PresidentandCOOfortheAuburnChamberof
CommerceNancyWyatt JeremyDelmar ProjectManager RothHillEngineeringPartners LLC
RobertWhalefromtheAuburnReporter CitizenWayneOsborne andDepartmentSecretary
JenniferRigsby

II CONSENTAGENDA

A APPROVALOFMINUTES

ItwasmovedbyViceChairCerino secondedbyMemberSinger thattheCommitteeapprove
thePublicWorksCommitteeminutesfordate January20 2009 Motioncarried

B RIGHTOFWAYUSEPERMITNO 0901FORPARKS ARTS ANDRECREATION
DEPARTMENTPETPALOOZADOGTROTFUNRUN

EngineeringAideMundreportedtheParks Arts andRecreationDepartmentappliedfora
permitfortheAnnualPetpaloozaDogTrotFunRun Usingavicinitymap Mundoutlinedthe

thDogTrotFunRunroute statingatthisyearseventaportionofRStreetSE from37 WaySE
totheGameFarmParkentrancewouldbeclosedtotraffic Mundsaidbecauseofthe
popularityoftheevent theParksDepartmentfeelsthestreetclosureisnecessaryforsafety
reasons ChairmanWagneraskedaboutadetourroute MundansweredonelaneofonR
StreetSEwouldbeclosedandtherewouldbeflaggerspresenttodirecttrafficthroughthe
openlane

ItwasmovedbyViceChairCerino secondedbyMemberSinger thattheCommitteeapprove
RightofWayUsePermitNo 0901fortheParks Arts andRecreationDepartment
PetpaloozaDogTrotFunRun

Motioncarried30

C PERMISSIONTOINITIATEPROJECTNO CP0904 2009CITYSIDEWALKREPAIR
PROJECT
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StreetSystemEngineerWickstromreviewedthebudgetstatussheetwiththeCommittee
Wickstromstated 25000isbeingspentbytheRStreetImprovementProjectandthetotal
budgetforthissidewalkrepairprojectis 175000

ChairmanWagneraskedwhattheprocessistodeterminetheseverityoftheconditionofthe
sidewalksandhowtheyarechosentobeincludedintheproject Wickstromrespondedstaff
looksforthelargestconcentrationofsidewalksinpoorandorhazardouscondition Staffalso
usesalistmaintainedbytheStreetDivisionofcitizenswhocalltheCityregardingthe
conditionofthesidewalks AssistantDirectorCityEngineerSellesaidstaffdocumentsthe
problemsidewalksintheCity reviewstheamountofpedestriantrafficineacharea The
areasarecombinedintoaneighborhoodtoavoidlargemobilizationexpensesforsmaller
areas

ChairmanWagnercommentedonthelackofneighborhoodinterestinSidewalkLocal
ImprovementDistricts LIDs fornewsidewalksintheForestVillaandDogwood
neighborhoodsinthepast WickstromstatedtheCitySidewalkRepairProjectisfortherepair
ofexistingsidewalksandnottoinstallnewsidewalks

MemberSingeraskedifanyfundsfromthePhotoSafeprogramcouldbeusedforsidewalk
improvements SelleansweredcurrentlythePhotoSafefundsarenotbudgetedforsidewalk
repairandreallocatingthefundshasnotbeenreviewed TheCommitteediscussedsafety
issuesrelatedtosidewalksinneedofrepair ChairmanWagnercommentedthattheissueof
reallocatingfundsfromPhotoSafethetrafficcalmingprojectsshouldbediscussedatthe
CouncilRetreat WagnerrequestedtheCommitteebebriefedonpendingneighborhood
requestsfortrafficcalmingprojectsatafuturemeeting

ViceChairCerinocommentedheispleasedwiththePublicWorksDepartmentstaffs
responsetocitizenswhoreportproblemswithsidewalksandcommendedstaff

ItwasmovedbyViceChairCerino secondedbyMemberSinger thattheCommitteegrant
permissiontoinitiateprojectno CP0904 2009CitySidewalkRepairProject

Motioncarried30

III EXECUTIVESESSION

ChairmanWagnercalledforanExecutiveSessionat311pm todiscussapendinglitigation
matter Thesessionwilllastapproximately10minutes

TheCommitteereconvenedat323pm

MayorLewisstatedhewaslatearrivingatthePublicWorksCommitteeMeetingbecausehe
wasattendingaplanningmeetingforthefirstpublicmeetingregardingtheHowardHanson
DamandGreenRiver TherewillbepublicmeetingsheldonFriday February6andSaturday
February7 2009todiscusstheconditionofthedamandthepotentialforfloodinginthe
community MayorLewisstatedthereisasituationattheHowardHansonDam asinkhole
andthereareexpertsnationwidetryingtofindthecauseoftheproblemwiththedamand
possiblefixes Thewatersheldbythedamarebeingkeptatlowerlevelsthanusualsoitis
possiblethatgreateramountsofwaterwillbereleasedintotheGreenRiverduringlargestorm
events TheCityisinconstantcommunicationwiththeArmyCorpsofEngineersandis
reviewingmapstodeterminewhattheaffectonAuburnwillbeiftheleveesalongtheGreen
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Riverarecompromised TheCityrecommendscitizens especiallythoselivinginthe
NorthNortheastareaoftheCitycontacttheirinsuranceprovidersregardingfloodinsurance

IV ISSUES

TherearenoIssueitemsforaction

V DISCUSSIONANDINFORMATION

A ORDINANCENO 6223 CONFIRMFINALASSESSMENTROLLFORLOCAL
IMPROVEMENTDISTRICT LID NO 350 MSTREETSESIDEWALKLID

TherewerenocommentsorquestionsfromtheCommitteeandtheCommitteeisinagreement
withOrdinanceNo 6223 ConfirmingFinalAssessmentRollforLocalImprovementDistrict
LID No 350 MStreetSESidewalkLID

B RESOLUTIONNO 4445APPROVINGTHEDEMOLITIONOFRESIDENCELOCATEDAT
TH20334 STREETSOUTHEAST INAUBURN WASHINGTON

RiskManagerRoscoeandParksandRecreationDirectorDarylFaberwerepresenttodiscuss
ResolutionNo 4445withtheCommittee ChairmanWagneraskedwhichaccountispaying
forthedemolition DirectorFaberrespondedthefundshavenotbeenrecognizednorhasthe
actualpricebeensetbecausetheprojecthasnotgoneouttobid FinanceDirectorColeman
statedstaffisstillworkingonthefundingsource

TheCommitteereviewedtheSubjectPlatMapprovidedandanaerialmappresentedbySteve
Burke

C PROPOSEDDOORTAX

TheCommitteereviewedproposedOrdinanceNo 6217

Page1 ItemD ChairmanWagnercommentedfollowingchangesinzoning theCitywasno
longerrecruitingfreightdependantbusinessesandquestionedthewordingoftheOrdinance
MayorLewisrespondedthattheCitysinabilitytomaintainthefreightcorridorsiswhatis
inhibitingtheencouragementoffreightdependantbusinesses Withtheabilitytohavea
fundingsourceforthefreightcorridors thesituationischanged Wagnerstatedheisstill
uncomfortablewiththewording recruitandretainthesebusinesses ViceChairCerino
concurredandsuggestedanexplanationofwhytheCityhasnotbeenencouragingfreight
businessesandhowtheDoorTaxmightchangetheCityspositionbeincludedinthe
ordinance MayorLewisaskedifChairmanWagnerwouldsupportretainingthecurrent
businesses

MemberSingersuggestedincludingthephrase Auburnhashistoricallybeenamajor
regionallocationforthisbranchofcommerce toItemC MayorLewisandChairman
Wagnerconcurred

GovernmentRelationsManagerRobertsonstatedthatitemsathrougheonpage1weretaken
directlyfromtheCitizens TaskForceonArterialStreets
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MayorLewisstatedthatwiththemitigationpackageandthesupportofcostscreated hehas
noproblemworkingtoretainthebusinesses TheCommitteediscussedthemitigation
packageandtheimportanceofretainingthebusinesses

ChairmanWagneraskedhowmuchrevenuewillbecollectedbytheproposeddoortax
DirectorDowdyansweredthetaxisestimatedat 280perdoor inordertoraiseonehalfof
the 25millionitwilltaketorepairthefreightroutesthoughtheCity

ViceChairCerinorecommendedanexplanationofhowtheStatesStreamlinedSalesTax
SST hasnegativelyaffectedCityfundsusedtomaintainthefreightroutesandwhytheCity

mustturntolocalfundingsources suchastheDoorTax beincludedintheordinance The
Committeecontinueddiscussionaboutrewordingitemscanddoftheordinance

Page2 ItemsB1andB2 ChairmanWagnerrequestedstudiesthatsupportthedata
regardingshippingfreightandthewearandtearonthefreightroutesusedintheordinancebe
provided DirectorDowdyrespondedtheWashingtonStateHighwayManualcontainsthe
studiesthatsupportthedata MemberSingersuggestedthestudiesbesitedintheordinance
MayorLewislistedthestudiesusedandGovernmentRelationsManagerRobertsonwill
provideChairmanWagnerwiththestudies

Page3 Section396040 ItemB ChairmanWagneraskedifadockdoorlicensewouldneed
tobepostedoneverydoorthebusinessoperates MayorLewisconfirmed Robertsonstated
thelicenseisastickerwhichwillneedtobepostertotheleftorrightsideofthedoor soitcan
bevisiblewhenthedoorisopen

Page3 Section396040 ItemE ChairmanWagneraskedhowGSAwillbeaffectedbythe
doortax CityAttorneyHeidrespondedtheCitycannotimposetheexciseonanybusiness
thatitwouldnotbeentitledtolicense thereforeabusinessonGSAproperty thatwouldneed
aCitybusinesslicenseinordertooperate wouldbesubjecttothetax butGSA aFederal
entity wouldnot

Page4 Section396050 ItemC ChairmanWagneraskedforfeedbackfromtheCommittee
abouttheestimatedrateoftheexcises 280 MayorLewisandDirectorDowdyreviewedthe
formulausedtodeterminetherate ChairmanWagneraskedhowmanymilesoffreight
corridorhavebeenidentified DirectorDowdyansweredapproximately25miles Chairman
Wagnerquestionedtheabilitytobring25milestotruckstandardsfor 25million MayorLewis
statedtheDoorTaxwouldnotbethesolesourceoffundsfortheprojects

TheCommitteecontinueddiscussingadditionalfundingsourcesandtheamountitwilltaketo
bringthefreightcorridortotruckstandards

Page5 TheCommitteediscussedwhetherornotthistaxshouldbebroughtforward
consideringthecurrentstateofthenationaleconomy MemberSingerstatedshecouldnot
supportthetaxatthistime MayorLewisreportedthedoortaxhasbeenreviewedmonthlyat
theValleyCitiesMayorsmeetingsandhaslocalbusinesssupport

NancyWyattandTerryDavis representingtheAuburnChamberofCommerce discussed
localbusinesssupportwiththeCommittee Ms WyattstatedtheChambersprimaryconcern
isChamberMembersbeing doubletaxed ortaxedunfairly TheChamberisworkingto
preventthisbyrewordingthedocument Ms WyattprovidedexamplesfortheCommittee
MayorLewisprovidedfurtherexplanation Mr DavisdiscussedthedatafromtheCitizens
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ReportonArterialStreets Mr Davisstatedamajorpartoftheconclusionsprovidedbythe
TaskForcewasthattherewasnotonefundingsourcefortherepairandmaintenanceofthe
freightroutes MayorLewisconcurred TheCommitteediscussedstrikingthewords

freightmobility fromtheordinanceandreplacingitwiththelanguageusedintheTask
Forcereportwhichisfocusedonpavementpreservation notthingslikeoverpassesthatcould
beconsideredpartof freightmobility

TheCommitteediscussedtheeffectivedateandatwhattimetheexcisewouldbecollected
Robertsonstatedthetaxwouldbecollecteduponrenewalorapplicationofabusinesslicense

D FEDERALIZATIONOFSTIMULUSPROJECTS

DirectorDowdyreportedattheJanuary21 2009meetingoftheKingCountyDirectors
KCPEC amethodofprioritizationandafederalizationprocessweredeveloped Thereisan

applicationprocessforlocalprojectsnotcurrentlyontheRegionalTransportationImprovement
PlantogetadvancedapprovalthroughtheWashingtonStateDepartmentofTransportation
WSDOT forthefutureuseoffederalfundsonlocalprojects

DirectorDowdyprovidedtheCommitteealistofstaffrecommendedprojects TheCommittee
reviewedthelist

DirectorDowdyansweredquestionsaskedbyMemberSingerregardingqualificationsand
prioritizationoftherecommendedprojects

E CODEUPDATEPROJECT DESIGNSTANDARDS

AssistantDirectorCityEngineerSelleintroducedJeremyDelmar ProjectManagerforRothHill
EngineeringPartners whowasinattendancetodiscuss withtheCommittee his
memorandumontheCityofAuburnDesignStandardsUpdate

Mr DelmarreportedthefirsttaskassignedtoRothHillwastodoresearchonroadgeometrics
onlowervolumeroadsandstreetgrades Auburnscurrentstandardswerecomparedtothose
ofothernearbymunicipalities suchastheCitiesofSeaTac Renton Sumner andPuyallup
ThestandardsforbothPierceandKingCountiesandtherequirementsasspecificbythe
AmericanAssociationofStateandHighwayTransportationOfficials AASHTO werereviewed
aswell

Mr DelmarstatedthatwhiletheCityofAuburnDesignStandardstendtobemoreprescriptive
theyarealsomorethoroughanddetailedthanmanyothermunicipalities Mr Delmargavethe
CommitteeexamplesofsomeofthedifferencebetweentheCitysDesignStandardsand
thoseofothercities Therewassomediscussionabouttheneedtobalanceflexibilityof
designstandardsfordeveloperswithboththeneedsofcitizensandtheCityslongterm
maintenanceandoperationsresponsibilities

AssistantDirectorCityEngineerSelleexplainedtotheCommitteehowstaffusesboth
AASHTOandtheCitysDesignStandardsandtowhichpublicationisreferenceundervarying
circumstances SelleansweredquestionsaskedbyMemberSingerregardingthereview
process
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StreetGeometrics TheCommitteereviewedExhibit2 RightAngle L Intersectionand
determinedthatasimilarintersectionwithan eyebrow wouldbedesirabletoincludeinthe
Citysstandards

StreetGradesandVerticalCurves TheCommitteereviewedtheroadgeometricsprovidedon
mapsatthelastCommitteeMeetingforCouncilmemberstovisit Themapsoutlinedvarious
examplesofstreetgradesandhorizontalcurvesintheCityofAuburn TheCommittee
discussedexistingstreetsinAuburnwithsteepgrades suchasRiverwalkDriveandLake
TappsParkway AssistantDirectorCityEngineerSellecommentedonthebenefitsof
providingappropriatelandingsatintersections ChairmanWagnerrecommendedkeepingthe
maximumofa6 grade withtheoptiontorequestforadeviationwhencertainrequirements
aremet MemberSingerpointedoutotherjurisdictions maximumgradesarehigher Mr
Delmarrecommendedthestreetsbelookedatonacasebycasebasis AssistantCity
EngineerGaubstatedtheValleyFireRegionalAuthorityprefersagradenosteeperthan12

TheCommitteediscussedtheAmericanswithDisabilitiesAct ADA requirements

UsingtheKerseyIIIDevelopmentasanexample MemberSingerrecommendedthemaximum
gradebeincreasedto8 or10 Sellecommentedthedevelopmentwasdesignedusinga
previousversionoftheDesignStandards allowingamaximumgradeof12 MayorLewis
statedhissupportforincreasingthemaximumgradeallowedto8 TheCommittee
discussedresidentialcollectorarterials Sellestatedmostroadsthataregoingtobe
developedbyprivatedevelopmentsusingtheDesignStandardsarelocalresidentialroadsin
residentialsubdivisions

Therewassomediscussionaboutneededtoincorporateatrailsystemtosupplement
sidewalksandmeetADArequirementswhenroadgradesbecometoosteep Mr Delmar
reportedonhisfindingsregardingADAstandardsandstreetgrades Themostspecificcriteria
isatintersections handicapramps andtheareasadjacenttothem Thesearethelocations
whereADAhasconcreteguidance Sellestatedthatuphillanddownhillgradescouldbeat
8 withsidewalksatthesamegradeiflandingsareincorporatedat5 grade orlessat
intersectionstomeettheguidancefromADA

TheCommitteeagreedtoincreasethestreetgradetoamaximumof8 withtheabilityto
requestadeviationofamaximumof10 ChairmanWagnerstatedhedidnotagreewitha
maximumgradeof10 beingallowedonarterials TheCommitteewouldliketoseeamatrix
ofcriteriadevelopedthatwouldindicateclearlyhowthemitigationneededtodeviatebeyond
the8 maximum

HorizontalCurvesMinimumTangentsbetweenReverseCurves ChairmanWagnerstatedthe
375fthorizontalcurveprovidedgoodsightdistanceandat300ft especiallyiftherewere
parkedcarspresent sightdistancedecreasedsubstantially MemberSingercommenteda
shortercurvealsocausesdriverstoreducetheirspeed AssistantCityEngineerGaubstated
inthecurrentStandards 375ftiswhatisrequiredonlocalresidentialroads Sellediscussed
thefactorsinvolvedindetermininghorizontalcurves theprimaryconcernbeingadequatesight
distance SellestatedthatstaffrecommendsutilizingAASHTOstandardsforhorizontal
curves TheCommitteeconcurred

VerticalCurves AssistantDirectorCityEngineerSelleansweredquestionsaskedby
ChairmanWagnerregardingentriesforverticalcurves Sellestatedstaffsbiggestconcern
withverticalcurvesisadequatesightdistancesincethecitycontrolthegradesofthestreets
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Therefore staffproposestorelyontheAASHTOstandardsforverticalcurves AssistantCity
EngineerGaubalsostatedthelengthofverticalcurveisdictatedbythesightdistancerequired
toseeanobjectintheroadwaywithanadequatestoppingdistance Thecommittee
concurredwithusingAASHTOsightdistancestandardsforverticalcurves

TheCommitteecontinuedwithreviewofDesignStandards Section1003SightDistance

1003 Referencingthefirstparagraph ChairmanWagneraskedforthedefinitionof normal
conditions TrafficEngineerParaansweredwhenAASHTOiscalculatingsightdistancethey
areassumingwetpavement ChairmanWagnersuggestedamoredetaileddefinitionofthe
conditionsbeconsidered

10031SightDistanceDesign AssistantDirectorCityEngineerSelleansweredquestions
askedbyChairmanWagnerregardingthephrase passengercarsonlevelroadways
ChairmanWagneraskediftherewasanyconsiderationgiventotrucksandsightdistance
TrafficEngineerPararespondedthatnotruckadjustmentsarenecessaryforstoppingsight
distance Thetruckadjustmentfactorsrequiredforintersectionsightdistanceareincludedin
thetablesoftherevisedcodesection

100312IntersectionSightDistance ChairmanWagneraskedifallofAuburnsfreightroutes
wouldmeetthe5 vehiclevolumes Paraconfirmtheywould

10031223RightofWayRequirements SellerespondedtoquestionsaskedbyChairman
WagnerregardingsightdistancetrianglesbeinglocatedcompletelywithintheCityrightifway
ItwasdeterminedthateasementsoutsideoftheROWmaybeneededtopreservesight
distancetriangles

TheCommitteebrieflyreviewedTables102 102A 102B 102C and102D

F CAPITALPROJECTSTATUSREPORT

ItemNo 8 C504A RStreetSEUtilityImprovements SeniorProjectEngineerHelbig
answeredquestionsaskedbyChairmanWagnerregardingtheadjustmentofthebudgetand
howfundsfromtheMuckleshootIndianTribearedistributedforthisproject

ItemNo 10 CP0762 LesGoveNeighborhoodImprovements ChairmanWagner
commentedontheneedtocompletetheutilityratestudybeforetheCommitteewillknowhow
muchthecapitalprojectswilldeterminetheincreaseinrates UtilityEngineerReppresponded
thatutilitycapitalimprovementplansarestillbeingdevelopedandthattheratestudyis
dependentonthoseplans Reppcontinuedsayingthathewoulddiscusstheissuewiththe
ratestudyconsultantandsharethefindingswiththeCommittee ChairmanWagnerasked
howmuchlatertheprojectcouldgooutforadvertisement Selleexplaineditwouldbebetter
togotobidsoonerratherthanlaterforthisprojectgiventhecurrentbiddingclimate

ItemNo 12 C524A SCADASystemImprovement ChairmanWagnerrecommendedthe
bidforthisprojectbedelayeduntilaftercompletionoftheutilityratestudy

ItemNo 23 CP0741 AStSEPedestrianImprovements ChairmanWagneraskedabout
thegradeofthesidewalkimprovements HelbiganswereditmeetsADArequirements
Wagneraskediftherewillbeafence Helbigansweredtherewillbeachainlinkfenceonthe
topofthewall
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ItemNo 33 SR164CorridorStudy DirectorDowdyrespondedtoquestionsaskedby
ChairmanWagnerregardingfollowupfromtheWSDOTcommittee

THG TRUCKPARKINGON8 STREETSW

DirectorDowdyreportedthemanageroftheBestWesternPeppertreeAuburnInn locatedat
th4018 StreetSW Auburn WA contactedtheCity concernedbecause followingthe

passageofOrdinanceNo 6322 someregularcustomersofthehotelarenolongerableto
thparktheirtruckson8 StreetSW Usinganaerialmap TransportationPlannerWelsh

explainedtotheCommitteethatduringexaminationofthestreetitwasnotedthetrucks
parkedonbothsidesofthestreetcausedproblemswithsightdistance Thehotelmanager
hadaskedstaffwhatotheroptionswereavailableforparkingforhotelcustomerswithtrucks
Welshsaidstaffreviewedthesituationandfoundnoworkablesolution DirectorDowdystated
hesuggestedtothehotelmanagerthattruckdriversparkinlocationswheretruckparkingis
allowedandshuttlepatronstothehotelasapossiblesolution AssistantDirectorCity
EngineerSellenotedapossiblesolutionmaybeforthehotelmanagertomakearrangements
forpatronstoparktheirtrucksinneighboringparkinglots

ChairmanWagneraskedifthePoliceDepartmentisabletoissuewarningstotrucksviolating
theparkingordinance Welshansweredhethoughtwarningswereissuedfortwoweeks but
wouldhavetoconfirmthatinformation ChairmanWagnerandMayorLewisdiscussedthe
feasibilityoftrackingdriverswhohadbeenissuedwarningsandthosewhohadnot Chairman
Wagneraskedifitissensibletoinstall NoTruckParking signsintargetedlocations Welsh
respondeditwasnotreasonabletoinstallsignsinonlycertainlocationsandnotonevery
streetwheretruckparkingisnotallowed

TheCommitteecontinueddiscussionaboutpossiblesolutions Staffwillcontinueto
communicatewiththehotelmanager

H CCURBDISCUSSION

Thepartyrequestingthistopicbediscussedwasnotpresent TheCommitteedeferred
discussion

I MayorLewisreportedontherealestateinvestmenttrust REIT andsalestaxfiguresin
Auburnforthemonth

V ADJOURNMENT

TherebeingnofurtherbusinesstocomebeforethePublicWorksCommittee themeetingwas
adjournedat546pm

Approvedthis dayof 2009

RichWagner JenniferRigsby
Chairman PublicWorksDepartmentSecretary
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